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Essential Objections 

Objection Use When Rule 
Admitted/Cumulative There is a needless 

presentation of cumulative 
evidence, such as facts 
already admitted or questions 
already asked and answered.  
 

MRE 403: The court may exclude 
relevant evidence if its probative 
value is substantially outweighed 
by a danger of one or more of the 
following: unfair prejudice, 
confusing the issues, misleading 
the jury, undue delay, wasting 
time, or needlessly presenting 
cumulative evidence. 
 

Argumentative The question does not call for 
new facts; rather, it argues 
with the witness or argues the 
case. 
 

MRE 611(a): The court should 
exercise reasonable control over 
the mode and order of examining 
witnesses and presenting evidence 
so as to: (1) make those 
procedures effective for 
determining the truth; (2) avoid 
wasting time; and (3) protect 
witnesses from harassment or 
undue embarrassment. 
 

Assumed facts not in evidence The question contains a 
factual statement that has not 
yet been established.  
 

MRE 201(b): The court may 
judicially notice a fact that is not 
subject to reasonable dispute 
because it: (1) is generally known 
within the trial court’s territorial 
jurisdiction; or (2) can be 
accurately and readily determined 
from sources whose accuracy 
cannot reasonably be questioned. 
 

Best evidence rule 
(Requirement of the Original) 

The document presented is 
not an original, unless there is 
an exception. 

MRE 1002: An original writing, 
recording, or photograph is 
required in order to prove its 
content unless otherwise provided 
by law. 
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Objection Use When Rule 
Beyond scope of 
direct/cross/redirect 
examination 

Cross-examination covers 
topics not raised in direct 
examination. 
 

MRE 611(b): The court may not 
limit cross-examination to the 
subject matter of the direct 
examination and matters affecting 
the witness’s credibility.  
 

Beyond the scope of expert 
 

The testimony contains 
information outside the scope 
of the expert’s qualifications. 
 

MRE 702: A witness who is 
qualified as an expert by 
knowledge, skill, experience, 
training, or education may testify 
in the form of an opinion or 
otherwise if: (a) the expert’s 
scientific, technical, or other 
specialized knowledge will help 
the trier of fact to understand the 
evidence or to determine a fact in 
issue; (b) the testimony is based on 
sufficient facts or data; (c) the 
testimony is the product of reliable 
principles and methods; and (d) 
the expert has reliably applied the 
principles and methods to the facts 
of the case. 
 

Compound question/double 
question 

The question joins two or 
more questions within the 
framework of one question. 
 

MRE 611(a)(1): The court should 
exercise reasonable control over 
the mode and order of examining 
witnesses and presenting evidence 
so as to: (1) make those 
procedures effective for 
determining the truth; 
 

Confusing/vague/ambiguous The question is unclear. The 
question might be too long; 
some of the key words in the 
question might have more 
than one meaning, or the 
period of time to which the 
questioner is referring might 
be unclear. 
 

MRE 403: The court may exclude 
relevant evidence if its probative 
value is substantially outweighed 
by a danger of one or more of the 
following: unfair prejudice, 
confusing the issues, misleading 
the jury, undue delay, wasting 
time, or needlessly presenting 
cumulative evidence. 
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Objection Use When Rule 
Counsel is testifying Counsel is “leading” or 

“argumentative” or “assumes 
facts not in evidence.” 
 

See each type in chart. 

Foundation The evidence lacks testimony 
as to its authenticity or source.  
 

MRE 901(a): To satisfy the 
requirement of authenticating or 
identifying an item of evidence, 
the proponent must produce 
evidence sufficient to support a 
finding that the item is what the 
proponent claims it is. 
 

Improper character evidence Evidence for a character trait 
not at issue; or evidence for a 
character trait does not fit 
within the exceptions; or 
witness is not familiar with 
the community, reputation or 
person referenced.  

MRE 404(a)(1): Evidence of a 
person’s character or character 
trait is not admissible to prove that 
on a particular occasion the person 
acted in accordance with the 
character or trait. For exceptions, 
see MRE 404-406. 
 

Lack of personal knowledge The witness does not have 
personal knowledge on the 
matter about which he or she 
testifies. 

MRE 602: A witness may testify 
to a matter only if evidence is 
introduced sufficient to support a 
finding that the witness has 
personal knowledge of the matter. 
Evidence to prove personal 
knowledge may consist of the 
witness’s own testimony. This rule 
does not apply to a witness’s 
expert testimony under Rule 703. 
 

Misstates There is a misstatement of the 
testimony of another witness 
or any other evidence 
produced at a hearing or at a 
trial. 

MRE 403: The court may exclude 
relevant evidence if its probative 
value is substantially outweighed 
by a danger of one or more of the 
following: unfair prejudice, 
confusing the issues, misleading 
the jury, undue delay, wasting 
time, or needlessly presenting 
cumulative evidence. 
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Objection Use When Rule 
Leading The question suggests to the 

witness the answer the 
examining party desires.  
 

MRE 611(c): Leading questions 
should not be used on direct 
examination except as necessary to 
develop the witness’s testimony. 
Ordinarily, the court should allow 
leading questions: (1) on cross-
examination; and (2) when a party 
calls a hostile witness, an adverse 
party, or a witness identified with 
an adverse party 
 

Narrative Question invites the witness 
to narrate a series of 
occurrences, which may 
produce irrelevant or 
otherwise inadmissible 
testimony. The witness is 
relating a story in response to 
a question that does not call 
for one. 

MRE 402: Irrelevant evidence is 
not admissible 
 

Opinion A layperson gives an opinion 
without competence or the 
foundation to turn the 
layperson into an expert.  
 

MRE 701: If a witness is not 
testifying as an expert, testimony 
in the form of an opinion is limited 
to one that is: (a) rationally based 
on the witness’s perception; (b) 
helpful to clearly understanding 
the witness’s testimony or to 
determining a fact in issue; and (c) 
not based on scientific, technical, 
or other specialized knowledge 
within the scope of Rule 702. 
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Objection Use When Rule 
Opinion on ultimate issue An expert witness gives an 

opinion on the ultimate issue 
in the case answering in a 
manner that is not helpful. 

MRE 704: An opinion is not 
objectionable just because it 
embraces an ultimate issue. 
 
Advisory Committee Note: The 
abolition of the ultimate issue rule 
does not result in the admission of 
all opinions. It is an absolute 
requirement under Rules 701 and 
702 that opinions must be helpful 
to a determination of the case 
before they are admissible. 
Furthermore, under Rule 403 
evidence is excluded which wastes 
time. A question may not be asked 
which is based on inadequately 
explored legal criteria since the 
answer would not be helpful. A 
 
 

Relevance It invites or causes the witness 
to give evidence not related to 
the facts of the case at hand – 
no tendency to make the 
existence of any fact of 
consequence more or less 
probable than it would be 
without the evidence. 
 

MRE 401: Evidence is relevant if: 
(a) it has any tendency to make a 
fact more or less probable than it 
would be without the evidence; 
and (b) the fact is of consequence 
in determining the case. 
 
MRE 402: Irrelevant evidence is 
not admissible. 
 

Rule 403 (Prejudicial) Evidence is unfairly 
prejudicial, creating a 
possibility that the fact-finder 
will decide the case for the 
wrong reasons.  

MRE 403: The court may exclude 
relevant evidence if its probative 
value is substantially outweighed 
by a danger of one or more of the 
following: unfair prejudice, 
confusing the issues, misleading 
the jury, undue delay, wasting 
time, or needlessly presenting 
cumulative evidence. 
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Objection Use When Rule 
Speculative The question invites or causes 

the witness to guess the 
answer rather than to rely on 
known facts. 
 

MRE 602: A witness may testify 
to a matter only if evidence is 
introduced sufficient to support a 
finding that the witness has 
personal knowledge of the matter. 
Evidence to prove personal 
knowledge may consist of the 
witness’s own testimony. This rule 
does not apply to a witness’s 
expert testimony under Rule 703. 
 

 


